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Why is TerraNova so good!

Our latest, and most innovative polymer-coated footing. TerraNova is formulated
from high quality silica sand and fibres, and coated with a next generation
viscoelastic polymer, giving unrivalled shock absorption, grip, and rebound.

Attwood’s latest polymer-coated footing, TerraNova, truly is a next generation

surface. In response to feedback from our customers, we set out to develop a
coated surface that offers the same class-leading riding characteristics of our
Pinnacle footing, but which has a completely non-stick feel. We achieved this and
more, developing an exceptional footing that is even more affordable than
Pinnacle.

Coated surfaces rely on an adhesive coating to bind the sand grains and additives
together. This is what helps to give the surface cohesion and support. In the case of
waxed surfaces, the wax coating does a reasonable job of binding the components
together, but they feel oily and often the sand sticks to just about anything that
comes into contact with it! Attwood’s first coated footing,
Pinnacle, largely eliminates this problem. TerraNova goes to the next stage!
Through ingenious design, TerraNova footing binds all the components together,
without feeling the slightest bit sticky.

Propoerties of TerraNova:









Very economic and competitively priced
No watering required
Dust-free
Non-tacky
Consistent riding characteristics
Manufactured from premium raw materials
Reduced concussion with viscoelastic rebound
Freeze-resistant and stable over a wide temperature range

To know more, or to request a sample and quotes, please write in to us.
Hello, Instagram!

For all your Instagram lovers out there, we have now launched our Instagram
account. For latest pictures and videos on some of the best riding arenas around
the world, some great horses and riders, and basically all things equestrian, simply
head over to @attwoodequestriansurfaces and follow us!

Also head over to the downloads section of our websites for some interesting
resources that you could download to know more about us!

Combined Test and Schooling Show at Stable View

Last minute Christmas gift eluding you? How about an entry for the Stable View
Combined Test January 9th? Easy to wrap and always welcomed.
Visit evententries.com for more information. To get the complete itinerary and to
register, visit here.

Attwood Equestrian Surfaces is delighted to be associated with Stable View as a
Diamond Sponsor. We will be present at the event, and hope to see many of you
turn up!

Footing Facts

Drying out of Footing

We are always struck by the broad array of equestrian surfaces available from
suppliers. It must be quite bewildering for customers to try to sort through what is
available and compare surfaces from different companies. This is not helped by
the suppliers, most of whom do not offer advice on which surface is applicable.

We think it is pretty straightforward to classify equestrian surfaces, and thought it
would be useful to end the Footing Facts year with our take on the classification of
surfaces.
Take a look at the diagram below. The first level of classification is the material
upon which the surface is based. Here we find grass, woodchip, rubber and
sand. We’ll leave out grass for now. At the low performance/low cost end is
wood chip which are pieces of wood, usually waste from a lumber process or
‘recycled’ natural wood products. It is considerably cheaper than sand-based
surfaces but in our view significantly inferior. Disadvantages are very low levels
of grip (bordering on the dangerous at times!), the chips can biodegrade very
quickly, and when dry can easily be displaced from the arena.

Also at the lower performance/lower cost end is rubber pieces. These surfaces
consist of various sizes of rubber pieces, sometimes with other materials attached
such as fabric backing. Recycled rubber pieces, particular from recycled tyres
offers a cheap method of imparting some shock absorption and rebound properties
to the surface. However, rubber contributes very little cohesion, otherwise known
as shear strength, so footings can feel slippery and lack support on cornering,
jumping and landing. A second disadvantage is that an uneven surface can very
quickly form which can be quite damaging to a horse’s joints (not to mention
humans who can suffer twisted ankles!).
Sand-based surface is by far the most popular, and if formulated correctly, highest
performing surface. These surfaces can be classified into two types: uncoated
sand requiring watering, and coated sand not requiring watering. Each of these
types usually has some kind of additive incorporated.

Coated surfaces rely on the coating to stick the sand grains and any additives
together. The level of adhesion is critical because too much adhesion and the
surface is hard and can’t be levelled and harrowed, whilst too little adhesion and
the footing is loose and unsupportive. Many of our competitors supply a coated
surface in which the coating is a petroleum wax. They use wax because it is a
reasonably cheap by-product from the distillation of crude oil, and is fairly simple
to apply. This is because the wax melts like a candle, and this is exploited to coat
the sand more easily. However this melting is a severe disadvantage because in
hotter weather the wax coating re-melts, turns into a liquid and the footing
properties change significantly, with the surface losing cohesion and riding
deep. The polymers used in Attwood’s coating do not melt in this way and so
properties do not significantly change with temperature.

A significant theoretical advantage of coated surfaces is that they are dust-free. In
other words, even in the driest of weather they should not generate dust.

Uncoated surfaces rely on water to bind the particles together. It may seem
strange that water is used to ‘glue’ together sand and additive particles, but it
really works if the correct sand, additives and amount of water are used. The

adhesion mechanism is based on hydrogen bonding, a phenomenon chemists have
known about for many years. Its effect on sand is dramatic. Consider the
difference between dry sand in the dunes at the seaside, and that at the
shoreline. The dry sand is free flowing whilst the wet sand is hard and
compact. Any child soon learns that the sand needs to be wet to make sandcastles!

For both types of sand-based footing, coated and uncoated, various additives are
usually blended. These are usually textile in nature, although rubber and plastic,
and wood pieces are also used. The technical reason for adding an appropriate
additive is to improve cohesion in the surface, and to improve impact resistance
and rebound. However many of our competitors have a different reason – they use
cheap, often recycled additives to reduce their costs. At Attwood we believe
textile fibres are the most useful additive, providing good shear strength to the
footing.
Attwood Equestrian Surfaces wishes you and you family a Very Happy New
Year! Enjoy the holidays, see you again in 2016.

Our Social Media Channels

Continue to engage with us on the social media platform of your

choice, Instagram, Twitter,Facebook and Youtube. We love to hear from you!

You can also contact us
at info@equestriansurfaces.com, info@attwood.in andenquiries@aesurfaces.co.uk.

Download our previous newsletters from our archives.
Attwood Equestrian Surfaces provides
meticulously engineered surfaces that benefit
both the horse and the rider
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